Ethics                                                   Fall 2017, VGTU
Lecturer Andrius Kulikauskas:  
You can contact me by email andrius-jonas.kulikauskas@vgtu.lt or after class.


My goals for our class are that:
1) You learn to explore and express your own ethical system.
and also:
2) You gain skill at participating in meaningful discussion.

3) You learn to make use of ideas from all manner of ethical thinkers. 

4) You understand the importance for ethics that "We are already behaving."

5) You improve your English and communication skills, both speaking and listening.
In this class you will explore the question, How should we behave?  You will find your own answers to three related questions:
* What?  What should you be doing?
* Why?  Why should you be doing it?
* How?  How can you get yourself to do it?
Thus you will explore and express your own ethical system.  In order to protect your own privacy,  you will create this for an imaginary child who you teach and love.


Overall, your grade will depend on the sophistication of your thinking about your ethical system.  You will pass the class if you answer the questions What? How? Why? (5) and if you explain where your ideas come from (6) and how your three answers relate to each other (7).  You will get a good grade if you defend your system against critiques (8) and if you explain where your critiques and defenses come from (9) and if you express a coherent system that is grounded in real life, the fact that "We are already behaving." (10).

Your grade will depend on the following activities:

15%)  Discussion before midterm. Average of your daily scores.
15%)  Midterm report. You will write about the ideas you are developing for your ethical system and what ideas you are drawing from ethical thinkers.

15%)  Midterm exam.  The same as your midterm report.

15%)  Discussion before final. Average of your daily scores.
20%) Final report. You will present your ethical system, critique it and defend it.
20%) Final exam. The same as your final report.
You do not have to read any particular works.  However, you will be given various readings to help you get ideas for your reports and for discussion.  You are also encouraged to research various ethical thinkers online.  
You are also required to come to class, to participate in discussion and to respect your fellow participants.  Our goal is not to debate but to make evident the variety of genuine views and consider how they might all fit together.

Each class will typically have the following format.
* We will start with brief comments about the questions we are considering in developing our ethical system.
* We will consider a particular question that is helpful to think about in creating an ethical system, and discuss related readings.
* I will give you five or ten minutes in quiet to write down what you said or would have liked to say if we had enough time.

* We will discuss whatever is helpful for you to develop your own ethical system.

Your total score for these discussions will be an average of your daily scores.  It is important that you attend as many exercises as you can because you will have no option to make them up.

For each exercise you may receive the following score for the day:
* 0 if you do not attend.

* 5 if you attend but do not say anything meaningful, personal or original.
* 10 if you speak meaningfully.

* 15 if you speak meaningfully about some ethical question that you are exploring.

You only need to speak once.  I may also add 1 to 5 points to your day's score for what you write if you did not have a chance to speak.

You may not use your telephone or computer during class.  You may not speak outside of the main conversation.  This is so that we all respect our discussion.   I may deduct 1 to 4 points from your day's score if you come late or if I feel you are disruptive.  You are welcome to take notes or doodle.

If every student who comes to class speaks meaningfully, then I will add 2 points to each student's score for that day.  Additionally, if all enrolled students show up for a class, then I will add 2 points to each student's score.  

Generally, please raise your hand before speaking, so that I may call on you.  Please say your first and last name before speaking.  You thus help me keep track of who spoke.  

If you have difficulty expressing yourself in English, or difficulty understanding my English or that of any student, please let me know.  We will try to speak slowly and clearly and also help you make your point. 

I am eagerly waiting to hear what you will have to say!

Lecturer 
Andrius Kulikauskas
