
APPENDIX B

Diagrammatic representation of classical 
SaÇkhya’s metaphysical schema

NB: Arrows indicate direction of conditionality. 2 plus the presence of 1 is the
necessary condition for all the manifest principles (i.e. 3–25). 3 is the necessary
condition for 4, which is in turn the necessary condition for 5–20. 16–20 together
constitute the necessary condition for 21–25.
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3  Intentional consciousness (mahat, buddhi)

4  Egoity (aha�kāra)

5 Mental synthesis (manas)
Five sensory capacities
(buddhīndriyas):

6 seeing (cak�us)
7  hearing (śrotra)
8 smelling (ghrā�a)
9  tasting (rasana)

10  touching (tvac)
Five action- (or bodily awareness)
capacities (karmendriyas):
11  speaking (vacana)
12  clasping (ādāna)
13  walking (vihara�a)
14  excreting (utsarga)
15  sexual sensation (ānanda)

2  Source of manifestation ([mūla-] prak�ti,
pradhāna)

Five modes of sensory 
content (tanmātras):
16  sound (śabda)
17  tactile feeling (sparśa)
18  visible form (rūpa)
19  flavour (rasa)
20  odour (gandha)

Five forms of perceptual 
objects (bhūtas):
21  earth (p�thivī)
22  water (ap)
23  fire (tejas)
24  air (vāyu)
25  space (ākāśa)

1  Subject of 
    consciousness (puru�a)
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