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The City in the Moonlight

When they strike you from all sides, there’s only one thing to do: flee, like
a dybbuk from the shofar.
Things got bitter in Kamay. Khabad-niks'” arrived from White Russia
and they made the place a khasidic colony. When they saw a Jew in the
street, they drummed into him that he had to pray completely different.
ly. For them, there was no kadish unless one added the words: yismaks
;;urkwu*y’"‘“ (may salvation blossom up). Of course! If the Messiah just
heard that, he would delay no longer, and would come right down 1o Kz-
may even before the next Sabbath! And when they said their afternoon
prayers, they added who knows how much. and by the time they finally
got to shmone esre, all their enthusiasm was gone. Furthermore, they had
one answer to everything: “the rebbe.”

God decided that in that same year a group of musr-niks'® should
come to the city too, all the way from Zamet, though they taught in
Navaredok. You know what musr-niks are like- everyone else is evil, and
only they have a pipeline to God: this one has bad habits and that one Is
0 a bad state. Apparently, if they lectured some ordinary Jew, the Mes-
siah would come that very eveni ng. |

the khabad-niks in Kamay were considered “white rascals™: the smer-
hiks were considered just plain crazy. They too had a single answer to
everything: “change your ways,” and that’s all. So they would go to the
pharmacy and ask for nails. Why? To boast that they didn't get fright-
ened if people la ughed at them, Who cares what people think?!

The natives of Kama y were being driven out of their minds. There was
one thing they didn’t understand: why had the two kinds of nudniks'™,
?5thcy called those who had come to the city, picked precisely Kamay to
t:unur.’ Apparently they didn’t think Svirdun and Dizhorits would do—
ey had to put their hooks into Kamay, and that was that!

who follow the Lubavitsh rebbe

3, Khasiddim
i but not by misnagdim
Ppointed teachers of ethics

I

H; A l'l"ifﬁ* used by khasidiy

| iﬂ Orilizers: self-a
sy, pegts
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The City i the Maoonlight
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4 fl:lﬂﬁ about it? Besides—/|et them do things
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29 er about the fact that the former residents
had _at‘dopted such strange ways in the new village, “They weren’t exactly
- night in the head when they were here, either” they explained in Kamay:. ;
~ The dayen of Kamay, a Russian khosid, screwed up his courage and
~ sent a rabbinical question to Levonevich: How could they so contradict
the rules of the Universe by making day into night and night into day?
- Even in early childhood kheyder, students learn that God said that the
light was good and separated the light from the darkness,
'Thel(amay dayen boasted about his question. The misnagids had
ufcnm:deredthemselves real scholars, and here they had fled like deer and
~ established a village of their own in the forest and had turned the world
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~ upside down.
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hehadrcmoved his community from the quarreling so they could live out
ﬂiﬂrh\Fﬁm peace, he had continued to live happily with his people.
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w.Wh’a‘t audacity!” Reb Markil thought to himself. * People come and
USTupt a community and drive away its inhabitants, then many years

§ Pasand they're still asking questions! Go understand what 20es on in a
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| :

_Persons heart!”

WAy

“%Mmf kl]!ﬂnt his reply to Kamay. The essence of it was brief:

. eBible does indeed say:‘God said “Let there be light” and there was
Butaﬁ‘“hﬂfi it says unequivocally ‘God created Man, male and
1 75 a.;,,:.é;.agi‘_?!?ﬂf_.fd them, on the sixth day of Creation, and ‘God created
__ am’wﬂ image.” What does ‘in His own image’ mean? Rabeynu
ek, .---'-i@_-lhi"ﬁﬂfﬂ‘-tlf the Unity of God, that it means ‘having heav-
F“»er t_hﬁ#e of God Himself” And what do we understand
§ "Matcan ‘W‘mmt in this world Man is only flesh and blood, so
3 ﬁ'“"“5"l”h‘-“l'l'i’Ht: can only try to imitate the Holy One, blessed
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